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CONFIDENTIAL ATHENS 2710 

E.O. 11652: GDS 

TAGS: MPOL, PFOR, TU, GR 

SUBJECT: TURKISH MILITARY EXERCISES IN THE AEGEAN 

REF: ATHENS 2658 

1 . BEGIN UNCLASSIFIED: THE TURKISH AIR AND NAVAL EXERCISES 
IN THE AEGEAN WERE CLEARLY A SECONDARY STORY IN THE GREEK 
PRESS TODAY (MARCH 24). THE GENERAL THEME WAS THAT THE 
TURKISH EXERCISES CONTINUED IN THE AEGEAN YESTERDAY ON A 
RATHER LIMITED SCALE AND WITHOUT ANY VIOLATIONS OF 
GREEK AIRSPACE OR TERRITORIAL WATERS. MEANWHILE, PRESS 
ACCOUNTS INDICATE, THE GREEK NAVAL EXERCISES IN THE WESTERN 
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AEGEAN OFF THE COAST OF THE PELOPONNESUS HAVE ENTERED THEIR 
FINAL PHASE (AND, IN FACT, ARE SCHEDULED TO CONCLUDE 
TODAY). END UNCLASSIFIED. 

2. BEGIN CONFIDENTIAL: THE MINISTRY OF FOREIGN 

AFFAIRS ACTING DIRECTOR FOR TURKISH AND CYPRIOT AFFAIRS, DIMITRI 
MAORIS, CONFIRMED TO US TODAY DURING A CALL ON OTHER 
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MATTERS THAT THERE HAD BEEN NO VIOLATIONS OF GREEK AIRSPACE 
OR TERRITORIAL WATERS DURING THE FIRST THREE-DAYS OF THE 
TURKISH EXERCISES. HOWEVER, HE SAID. ABOUT FIVE VIOLATIONS 
OF THE TERRITORIAL WATERS SURROUNDING GREEK ISLANDS HAD 
TAKEN PLACE IN THE AEGEAN THIS MORNING, INVOLVING INSTRUSIONS 
OF UP TO THREE MILES. AS SOON AS THE TURKISH VESSELS CONCERNED 
WERE WARNED OF THEIR VIOLATION, THEY HAD WITHDRAWN. THE MFA 
OFFICIAL EXPRESSED CONCERN OVER THIS DEVELOPMENT BUT INDICATED 
THE GOG PLANNED NO ACTION FOR THE MOMENT. 

3. MACRIS SAID THAT THE GOG WAS PUZZLED OVER THE MANNER IN WHICH 
THE TURKS WERE CONDUCTING THESE EXERCISES. THE INITIAL 
TURKISH NOTAM REQUESTS HAD INDICATED THAT EXTENSIVE AIR AND 
NAVAL MANEUVERS WERE TO BE CONDUCTED OVER EXTENDED AREAS OF THE 
AEGEAN, INVOLVING CONSIDERABLE USE OF LIVE AMMUNITION. DURING 
THE FIRST THREE DAYS OF THE EXERCISES, HE SAID, THERE 

HAD BEEN VERY LITTLE AIR ACTIVITY. AND ALTHOUGH NAVAL UNITS 
WERE PRESENT IN THE VARIOUS EXERCISE AREAS, THERE HAD BEEN 
NO LIVE FIRING AND THE SHIPS WERE ENGAGED PRIMARILY IN 
CIRCLING MANEUVERS. THUS, THE GOG TENDED TO CONCLUDE THAT 
THE TURKISH OBJECTIVE IN HOLDING THE EXERCISES AT THIS 
TIME WAS POLITICAL AND NOT MILITARY. 

4. COMMENT: TOMORROW IS, OF COURSE, GREEK NATIONAL 
INDEPENDENCE DAY. WE CANNOT EXCLUDE THAT THE VIOLATIONS 
OF GREEK TERRITORIAL WATERS DESCRIBED ABOVE WILL NOT BE 
BIG HEADLINES. END CONFIDENTIAL. 

KUBISCH 
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